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COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S NEWSLETTER 1st December 2016. 

CURRENT ISSUES AND CONCERNS  

 

 

 

 

1. Following a vote to reject the Government’s “Devolution Deal” by King’s Lynn 

and West Norfolk Borough Council, the Government has now taken it “off the 

table”. The sticking points for many people was the necessity for a directly 

elected mayor and a “combined authority” for Norfolk & Suffolk. Efforts will 

now be made separately by Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils to salvage 

some aspects of the original deal. 

 

2. Michael Rosen, the Director of Children’s Services at Norfolk County Council 

resigned on 18th November and an interim successor appointed the following 

Monday. Mr Rosen joined the council as an interim assistant director for early 

help in 2013 and became the Director in September 2015. Following his 

decision to leave he said: “Children’s services in Norfolk has come a long way 

and is a very different service from when I started. I’m pleased that 

inspectors have seen improvement in all the areas they reviewed, but there is 

still more to do and Members have indicated a desire for a change in our 

approach”. Publication of the recent quarterly monitoring letter by Ofsted 

highlights signs of improvement in social care services for children in Norfolk 

but also says services are not yet consistently ‘good enough’ across the board 

and the overall pace of improvement remains slow. As Lead Member for 

Children Services I have said that there is real determination to put this right. 

 

3. Big improvements in Norfolk schools have been highlighted in the Ofsted 

annual report published today. It shows that Norfolk is the 5th most improved 

county nationally for the proportion of pupils at good or outstanding 

secondary schools over the past four years, and the 18th most improved for 

primary schools. Norfolk County Council has a duty to account for school 

achievement in Norfolk and so congratulations to all who contributed to this 

result, particularly students, teachers and school governors. 

 

4. 300 foster carers, Children’s Services staff and delegates from schools and 

health services gathered together on 30 November for a conference in 

Norwich to discuss the impact of early trauma on children and young people. 

The conference was organised by Norfolk Fostering Advisory Partnership 

(NFAP) with support from Norfolk County Council.  The partnership sees foster 

carers and social workers working more closely together to create a ‘team 

around the child’ and to help shape the way the council supports the 1070 

children in its care. All together a brilliant event. 

 

http://norfolkcc.cmis.uk.com/norfolkcc/Councillors/tabid/63/ctl/ViewCMIS_Person/mid/383/id/67/ScreenMode/Alphabetical/Default.aspx
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2016/11/norfolks-director-of-children-services-resigns
https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/sites/default/files/documents/local_authority_reports/norfolk/057_Monitoring%20visit%20of%20LA%20children's%20services%20as%20pdf.pdf
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2016/12/ofsted-annual-report-shows-big-improvements-in-norfolk-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2016/11/fostering-professionals-gather-for-team-around-the-child-conference
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5. Winter road gritting has recently started on cold nights. Norfolk County 

Council’s fleet of gritting lorries go out at 6pm to treat more than 2,000 miles 

of the county’s roads with a specially formulated salt designed to prevent ice 

forming on the road surface. More than a third of Norfolk’s roads are on the 

council’s 49 regular gritting routes, including all A and B-class roads and some 

C-class roads, and each route takes around three hours for a gritter lorry to 

treat. The A11, A47 and A12 are gritted by Highways England. For more 

information about gritting in Norfolk, visit www.norfolk.gov.uk/gritting. 

 

6. The annual Poringland Library Christmas Choir Event featuring children from 

Poringland Primary School will take place on Tuesday 6th December 2016 at 

2pm, an event not to be missed! 

 

7. The UK Youth Parliament meeting in the House of Commons on 11th 

November at which four members of the Norfolk Youth Parliament took part, 

determined as its top priority for UK campaigning as “Votes at 16”. Similarly 

the campaign for England was “Curriculum to prepare for Life”. The debates 

can be viewed on BBC iPlayer – Parliament; well worth watching! 

 

8. Work continues along the route of the Norwich Northern Distributor Road 

(NDR). Local Traffic Updates for road closures and diversions continue to be 

posted on the County Council website.  

 

9. Caistor Roman Town Project are holding a one day conference at the UEA on 

Saturday 14th January on the results of recent excavations. Details on 

www.caistorromanproject.org Advance booking is essential. Meanwhile The 

Caistor Roman Project which collaborates in bringing about a number of 

projects at Caistor Roman Town has received £84,000 from the Heritage 

Lottery Fund for a three year research project “From Roman Town to 

medieval manor” to further understand the Roman Town site. 

 

10. Thanks to a £15,000 grant from Norfolk County Council’s Monuments 

Management Project, the 700 year-old medieval Langley Cross has been 

repaired. The cross is the only surviving example in Norfolk with sculptural 

detail including intricately carved figures and animals. It now marks the 

meeting point of four parish boundaries. 

 

11. EDF Energy has announced that the next stage of public consultation on 

Stage 2 of the proposals for a new nuclear power station at Sizewell is now 

underway. Feedback on the updated plans needs to be received by 3 February 

2017. 

 

 

 

 

AS THIS WILL BE MY LAST NEWSLETTER FOR 2016, I WOULD LIKE TO TAKE 

THIS OPPORTUNITY TO WISH READERS A HAPPY CHRISTMAS & NEW YEAR. 

 

CCLR ROGER SMITH 

 

http://norfolkcc.cmis.uk.com/norfolkcc/Councillors/tabid/63/ctl/ViewCMIS_Person/mid/383/id/67/ScreenMode/Alphabetical/Default.aspx
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2016/11/first-countywide-gritting-run-of-the-season-to-take-place-today
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/gritting
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/libraries-local-history-and-archives/libraries/your-local-library/locations-and-opening-times/poringland-library
http://www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk/news/uk-youth-parliament-calls-for-votes-at-16-in-the-house-of-commons-chamber/
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/major-projects-and-improvement-plans/norwich/northern-distributor-road
http://www.caistorromanproject.org/
http://sizewell.edfenergyconsultation.info/

