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Roger Smith   Telephone: 01508 538225   e-mail: roger.smith@norfolk.gov.uk 

Member of Norfolk County Council (NCC) for Henstead Division 
Parish areas within the Division: Bixley, Bramerton, Caistor St Edmund, 
Framingham Earl, Framingham Pigot, Kirby Bedon, Poringland, Stoke Holy 
Cross, Surlingham, Trowse with Newton 
 
 

COUNTY COUNCILLOR’S NEWSLETTER 13th March 2017 
 

CURRENT ISSUES AND CONCERNS  
 

1. Norfolk County Council has responded to recent media coverage 

relating to Children's Services. This reporting has painted an unfair 
and misleading picture of children’s services in Norfolk. The Eastern 

Daily Press has based a campaign which claims to have concern for the 
future of our children on the results of a trawl through historic issues, 
most of which date back to before 2013. These are matters that have 

been widely reported previously – not least by the EDP – and belong to 
a time when we know there were failures in our services. The true 

picture of children’s services today is very different. Our social work 
teams have changed what they do; they have embraced new ways of 
working and our practice has improved.  

 
2. County Council elections take place every 4 years with the next 

election taking place on 4 May 2017. There are 84 Norfolk County 
Councillors who represent their communities in Norfolk; in South 
Norfolk there are 12 County Councillors.  For more information on 

county council elections visit Norfolk County Council.  You may also 
wish to view a map of our county divisions.  

 
3. The issue of mysterious white pavement markings in Fitzgerald Road, 

Framingham Earl and other roads in the area has been a concern. On 

inquiry from County Highways this is to indicate a preventative 
maintenance scheme whereby a thin surface coat is applied to the 

footway surface to seal and hold it together, rather than it to break up. 
Work is programmed for this summer. 
 

4. Horsea Project Three (Offshore Wind Farm) – Impact on 
Dunston/Mangreen area. Consultation is in progress, where the main 

local impact concerns is finding the best onshore substation location. It 
will require an area of up to 100,000 square metres and could be up to 

25m in height.  
 

5. Closure of Markshall Farm Road – advance warning signs in Caistor 

Lane, Poringland are now installed to save wasted journeys down 
Caistor Lane. 

 

https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2017/03/response-to-media-coverage-relating-to-childrens-services
https://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/forthcoming-elections
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/
https://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/file/11551
http://www.dongenergy.co.uk/uk-business-activities/wind-power/offshore-wind-farms-in-the-uk/hornsea-project-three-development
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6. South Norfolk Community Governance Review 2017/18 – Parish 
Councils are currently being consulted by South Norfolk Council on 

their boundaries and possible future adjustments to their land areas 
and possibly amalgamation. Draft proposals will be published 31st 

August 2017. 
 

7. Volunteers needed at Whitlingham Country Park who can spare a 

couple of hours a week to look after the Park. Contact the Park or 
email volunteers@broads-athority.gov.uk 

 
8. New Roundabout on A146 at Hales programmed for Spring 2018. 

Norfolk County Council is to invest £1.63 million to replace a junction 

which has the worst accident record for a main road in the county. The 
T-junction of the A146 and B1136 at Hales will be replaced by a 

roundabout, with construction set to get underway early next year and 
be completed in spring 2018. The A146 is the main route between 
Norwich and Lowestoft and increasing levels of traffic along the road 

over recent years have contributed to there being a relatively high 
number of accidents at or near the junction. As a result, 50 people 

have been injured over the last 10 years and one person has lost their 
life.  

 
9. Verge, kurbing and other repairs along Caistor Lane together with 

water main and connections work have been programmed in phased 

works starting this month and continuing until the completion of the 
David Wilson Homes site in June 2018. 

 
10.There is alarm in Arminghall that they will lose their 88 Anglian bus 

service from 18th April 2017. First Bus seem to be exploring (again) 

the provision of bus stops on the busy Bungay Road at the junction of 
Arminghall Lane, but this has been turned down in the past on road 

safety grounds! Inquiries continue. 
 

11.Trowse continues to be concerned about the lack of on street parking 

in the Village. Dave Stephens, a Team Manager from Norfolk County 
Council is attending Trowse Parish Council on 27th March to discuss 

options. 
 

12.The Norfolk & Norwich Festival 2017, part funded by the County 

Council opens on 12th May. The brochure of events is out now. 
 

13.The connecting waste water sewer from Poringland to Whitlingham 
Water Recycling Centre is currently being constructed, mostly across 
open country. Earth moving has started in readiness for pipe laying. 

Given the growth in housing numbers in the Poringland/Framingham 
Earl area, extra capacity away from the Howe facility is essential. 

 
 

https://www.south-norfolk.gov.uk/boundary-and-polling-station-reviews
mailto:volunteers@broads-athority.gov.uk
https://www.norfolk.gov.uk/news/2017/02/new-roundabout-on-a146-at-hales-set-to-replace-junction-with-poor-accident-record
https://www.anglianbus.co.uk/news/servicechanges-april2017/
https://www.anglianbus.co.uk/news/servicechanges-april2017/
http://www.nnfestival.org.uk/festival

