
ROCKLAND BENEFICE 
IN THE BRAMERTON GROUP 

PASSION SUNDAY SERVICE  

The Lord be with you 
 All: And also with you. 

OPENING PRAYER 
God of our days and years,  
we set this time apart for you.  
Form us into the likeness of Christ  
so that our lives may glorify you. 
Amen. 

HYMN    

1.Guide me, O thou great Redeemer, 
pilgrim through this barren land; 
I am weak, but thou art mighty; 
hold me with thy powerful hand: 
bread of heaven, 
feed me now and evermore. 

2. Open now the crystal fountain 
whence the healing stream doth 
flow; 
let the fiery cloudy pillar 
lead me all my journey through: 
strong deliverer, 
be thou still my strength and shield. 

3.When I tread the verge of Jordan, 
bid my anxious fears subside; 
death of death, and hell's 
destruction, 
land me safe on Canaan's side: 
songs and praises 
I will ever give to thee. 

THE FORGIVENESS OF GOD 

God shows his love for us in that, 
while we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us. 

Romans 5.8 
Let us call to mind our sin, our failure 
to value the love of others and our 
failure to love as Christ has loved us. 

Your love gives us life, but we fail to 
live as your children. Lord, have 
mercy 
All:  Lord, have mercy. 

You call us to do good, but we seek 
our own good. Christ, have mercy 
All:  Christ have mercy. 

You hear us when we cry for help, but 
we ignore the cry of others. Lord, 
have mercy 
All:  Lord, have mercy. 

GOD'S FORGIVENESS 
Through the cross of Christ, God have 
mercy upon you, pardon you and set 
you free. Know that you are forgiven 
and be at peace: God strengthen you 
in all goodness and keep you in life 
eternal. Amen. 

READING     John 11.1-45  
1 A certain man was ill, Lazarus of 
Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 Mary was the one who 
anointed the Lord with perfume and 
wiped his feet with her hair; her 
brother Lazarus was ill. 3 So the 
sisters sent a message to Jesus, 'Lord, 
he whom you love is ill.' 4 But when 
Jesus heard it, he said, 'This illness 
does not lead to death; rather it is for 
God's glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.' 5 
Accordingly, though Jesus loved 
Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6 
after having heard that Lazarus was 
ill, he stayed two days longer in the 
place where he was. 7 Then after this 
he said to the disciples, 'Let us go to 
Judea again.' 8 The disciples said to 
him, 'Rabbi, the Jews were just now 
trying to stone you, and are you going 
there again?' 9 Jesus answered, 'Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? 
Those who walk during the day do not 
stumble, because they see the light of 
this world. 10 But those who walk at 
night stumble, because the light is 



not in them.' 11 After saying this, he 
told them, 'Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep, but I am going there to 
awaken him.' 12 The disciples said to 
him,  'Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he 
will be all right.' 13 Jesus, however, 
had been speaking about his death, 
but they thought that he was 
referring merely to sleep. 14 Then 
Jesus told them plainly, 'Lazarus is 
dead. 15 For your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him.'16 Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow-disciples, 'Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.' 17 When Jesus 
arrived, he found that Lazarus had 
already been in the tomb four days. 18 
Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, 
some two miles away, 19 and many of 
the Jews had come to Martha and 
Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20 When Martha heard that 
Jesus was coming, she went and met 
him, while Mary stayed at home. 21 
Martha said to Jesus, 'Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22 But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you 
ask of him.' 23 Jesus said to her, 'Your 
brother will rise again.' 24 Martha said 
to him, 'I know that he will rise again 
in the resurrection on the last day.' 25 
Jesus said to her, 'I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, 
will live, 26 and everyone who lives 
and believes in me will never die. Do 
you believe this?' 27 She said to him, 
'Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world.' 28 When she 
had said this, she went back and 
called her sister Mary, and told her 
privately, 'The Teacher is here and is 
calling for you.' 29 And when she heard 
it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30 Now Jesus had not yet come 
to the village, but was still at the 

place where Martha had met him. 31 
The Jews who were with her in the 
house, consoling her, saw Mary get up 
quickly and go out. They followed her 
because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. 32 
When Mary came where Jesus was and 
saw him, she knelt at his feet and said 
to him, 'Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died.' 33 
When Jesus saw her weeping, and the 
Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in 
spirit and deeply moved. 34 He said, 
'Where have you laid him?' They said 
to him, 'Lord, come and see.' 35 Jesus 
began to weep. 36 So the Jews said, 
'See how he loved him!' 37 But some of 
them said, 'Could not he who opened 
the eyes of the blind man have kept 
this man from dying?' 38 Then Jesus, 
again greatly disturbed, came to the 
tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was 
lying against it. 39 Jesus said, 'Take 
away the stone.' 
 Martha, the sister of the dead man, 
said to him,  'Lord, already there is a 
stench because he has been dead four 
days.' 40 Jesus said to her, 'Did I not 
tell you that if you believed, you 
would see the glory of God?' 41 So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upwards and said,  'Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42 I 
knew that you always hear me, but I 
have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they 
may believe that you sent me.' 43 
When he had said this, he cried with a 
loud voice, 'Lazarus, come out!' 44 The 
dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and 
his face wrapped in a cloth.  Jesus 
said to them, 'Unbind him, and let 
him go.' 45 Many of the Jews 
therefore, who had come with Mary 
and had seen what Jesus did, believed 
in him. 

For the word of the Lord 



All:  Thanks be to God. 

PRAYERS 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow 
of your mercy in this time of 
uncertainty and distress. Sustain and 
support the anxious and fearful, and 
lift up all who are brought low; that 
we may rejoice in your comfort 
knowing that nothing can separate us 
from your love in Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.  

God of compassion, be close to those 
who are all, afraid or in isolation. In 
their loneliness, be their consolation; 
in their anxiety, be their hope; in 
their darkness, be their light; through 
him who suffered alone on the cross, 
but reign with you in glory, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

COLLECT Prayer for the Day 

Gracious Father, you gave up your Son 
out of love for the world: lead us to 
ponder the mysteries of his passion, 
that we may know eternal peace 
through the shedding of our Saviour’s 
blood, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

HYMN  
1. Love divine, all loves 

excelling, 
Joy of heaven to earth come 
down; 

Fix in us thy humble dwelling; 
All thy faithful mercies crown! 

2. Jesus, Thou art all 
compassion, 
Pure unbounded love Thou 
art; 
Visit us with Thy salvation; 
Enter every trembling heart. 

3. Come, Almighty to deliver, 
Let us all Thy life receive; 
Suddenly return and never, 
Never more Thy temples 
leave. 

4. Thee we would be always 
blessing, 
Serve Thee as Thy hosts 
above, 
Pray and praise Thee without 
ceasing, 
Glory in Thy perfect love. 

5. Finish, then, Thy new 
creation; 
Pure and spotless let us be. 
Let us see Thy great salvation 
Perfectly restored in Thee; 

6. Changed from glory into glory, 
'Til in heaven we take our 
place, 
'Til we cast our crowns before 
Thee, 
Lost in wonder, love, and 
praise. 

  
BLESSING 

Christ crucified draw you to himself, 
to find in him a sure ground for faith, 
a firm support for hope, and the 
assurance of sins forgiven; and the 
blessing of God almighty, the Father, 
the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be 



among you and remain with you 
always.  
All: Amen. 
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