
 

Homes for Ukraine Update, June 23, 2022 

Norfolk County Council continues to work in partnership with colleagues in district, 
borough and the city councils to ensure we have a good programme in place to 
support our guests arriving from Ukraine, and their generous Norfolk hosts. 

To date, we have welcomed over 668 Ukraine guests, with a further 700 expected in 
the coming weeks.  These guests are being supported by 472 Norfolk hosts.  The 
map provides a high level view on distribution across the county. 

 

 



The main priority for the partnership team has been to ensure that placements are 

safe for the arriving guests, and that our Norfolk hosts have the support they need to 

make the placement successful. 

How it works: 

The process works by initial “matches” data coming to Norfolk County Council from 

central government, then a request is sent to the local district, city or borough council 

housing team to carry out an accommodation check. 

Once this has been conducted, the DBS check is triggered by NCC with an 

enhanced DBS for any household supporting a child or vulnerable adult – this is on 

top of checks conducted by the Home Office to enable visa approval. The local 

checks do not have any bearing on the issuing of a visa to travel. 

Finally, once the visa has been issued and the guests have arrived, a further trigger 

alerts the local council teams to complete a welfare check and ensure everyone is 

safe and well and to provide information, advice and support. 

Information, advice and support: 

 

We have developed a suite of information, including a toolkit for hosts Ukraine - Norfolk 

County Council, and have also co-ordinated a number of community sessions where 

professionals from a number of organisation  are on hand to provide additional 

advice and support, ranging from financial support to school placements. Details of 

the community sessions are shown below: 

 

Dereham Library  
 Mondays, 2pm to 5pm 

Dereham Ukraine Aid Centre at Wrights Walk, Dereham  
 Fridays from 1pm to 4pm 

Diss Corn Hall 
 Wednesdays, 10am to 2pm 

Great Yarmouth Library 
 Mondays, 10am to 2pm 
 Wednesdays, 2.30pm to 6pm 

King's Lynn and West Norfolk Borough Council Information Centre 
 Mondays, 9am to 1pm 
 Thursdays, 9am to 1pm 

King's Lynn Library 
 Mondays, 10am to 2pm 



 Thursdays, 2.30pm to 6pm 
Norfolk and Norwich Millennium Library 

 Mondays, 10.15am to 1.15pm 
 Tuesdays 2.30pm to 6.30pm 

North Norfolk District Council office (Cromer) 
 Tuesdays, 2pm to 4pm 
 Thursdays, 2pm to 4pm 

Wymondham Library 
 Mondays, 2.30pm to 6pm 
 Tuesdays, 10am to 2pm 

Thetford Library 
 Wednesdays from 22 June 2022, 2.30pm to 6pm 

 
 

Rematching: 

We also have processes in place to “rematch” Ukrainian guests where their 

placement isn’t viable either due to relationship breakdown, or safeguarding issues.  

There are a number of Norfolk Hosts on an “expression of interest” list who we 

working with to enable rematching. 

Children under 18: 

So far, the Homes for Ukraine scheme has only been open to individuals over 18 

and families travelling together. On the 22 June, the government announced it will be 

expanding the Homes for Ukraine scheme to allow eligible children under 18, who 

have already applied to the scheme and who are not travelling with or joining a 

parent or legal guardian, to enter the UK in carefully defined circumstances.  

The policy will initially apply to the 1,000 children who have already applied to the 

Home Office but are unable to travel as they are not travelling or reuniting with a 

parent or guardian. We believe there are a small number of children waiting to come 

to Norfolk, and working closely with Children’s Services, are currently preparing to 

welcome these children and young people safely into our county, as well as others 

who may apply to the scheme in coming months. 

The main Homes for Ukraine scheme obviously needs to be significantly reviewed in 

order to make it suitable for unaccompanied children and young people, particularly 

in relation to safeguarding.  We are expecting full guidance within the next few 

weeks, and will continue to strengthen the existing preparations underway.  Whilst 

the details of the scheme unfold, here are some known differences to the main offer 



which will ensure we have a robust set of arrangements locally to best achieve safe 

and sustainable situations for those under 18 : 

Pre-arrival/visa application approval 

 Children and Young People will need to have formal, documented consent 

from their parents, as well as a link to their prospective host that predates the 

conflict 

 All safeguarding checks, including enhanced DBS and social care records will 

need to be completed before the visa to travel is issued. We will not approve 

any placement that we deem unsuitable 

 A Private Foster Assessment would be started (with amends for 16/17 year 

olds), and will include a social worker home visit to the host, as well as follow-

up conversations with child(ren) in Ukraine and birth parent(s). 

  The above information will inform our recommendation to the Home Office 

regarding the application. 

 The expectations on the host are different, including a requirement to offer the 

placement for up to 3 years, or until the young person turns 18.  They are also 

expected to provide food and meet other costs associated with supporting 

their guest. 

Post Arrival 

 Private Fostering Assessment is continued with a visit to the child or young 

person in situ, and once concluded, 6 weekly visits and review of 

arrangements. 

 Should at any point concerns arise about the child’s wellbeing or safety then 

these would be referred to our Children’s Advice and Duty Service for a Social 

Work Assessment. 

For further information: 

We will provide further updates as the scheme progresses, but if you have any 

further questions please contact Ceri Sumner - ceri.sumner@norfolk.gov.uk  



 


