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ELEVEN SAYS 
The Wonders of Nature 
On crisp, clear, frosty mornings, I sometimes hear the 
sound of a skein of geese flying over the Rectory. It 
reminds me of my dog walking days, when dear old Rufus 
and I would visit a local boat dyke and experience of one of 
the great sights of winter. I saw birds all around us, feeding 
and roosting in the waterlogged fields, swirling and twisting 
in flocks, making incredible aerobatic displays. 
 

Geese are among my favourite birds. Every year large 
numbers of Greylag, White fronted and Pink footed Geese 
migrate to Breydon Water and the surrounding land from 
Scandinavia and Russia. Across the Yare at Buckenham 
Marshes one of only two flocks of Bean Geese that winter 
in the UK can be found regularly.  
 

Wild geese were a source of great wonder for our 
ancestors. Every autumn they would arrive in this country 
in big groups, returning to the same places around the 
same time. No one knew where they had come from, or 
where they raised their young. The Barnacle Goose gets it 
name from the medieval belief that it was formed in a 
barnacle, rather than hatched from an egg.  Then, as 
Spring approached, they would fly away to an unknown 
destination, only to return when they chose to months later.  
 

The lives of wild geese were also a sacred mystery. For 
the Celts, they came to represent the Holy Spirit. In the 
Gospels, we are told that the Holy Spirit came down upon 
Jesus when he was baptised in the form of a dove.  
 

Representing the Holy Spirit as a goose, however, gives us 
a different perspective. Like God’s Spirit, wild geese 
seemed to be as free as the wind. When they were close 
by, no one could miss their sight and sound. No one knew 
where they came from or could tame them. ‘A wild goose 
chase’ means a hopeless quest. 
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Today, ringing birds and satellite tracking have taught us 
how geese travel around the world, and that they really do 
hatch out of eggs. Soon they will leave us again to begin 
the long journey to their nesting grounds. Even now, I still 
share my forebears’ sense of wonder as I watch geese 
leading their very different lives alongside ours. In their 
freedom, strength and beauty I am reminded of God’s 
Spirit, moving across the face of the waters, bringing life 
and light to the world.   
 

Perhaps there are other things that we can find in nature 
that remind us of our Creator, his goodness and his 
ongoing life among us.  
 

As we look for signs of Spring, and Lent and Easter come 
closer, my prayer is that the wonder and hope that the Holy 
Spirit brings be yours and mine.  
 

With all good wishes, 
 

Rev. Nick Garrard 

New Editorial Board; New Email Address; New Deadline Dates.  
 

The new Editor is Mrs Liz Bloomfield, 01508 493958.  
 

The new Treasurer and contact for advertising is Mr Clive Evans, 01508 538234.  
 

Angie Yeomans will continue to produce Eleven Says and welcomes articles about village news and events, plus photos / 
drawings, etc, to help support our village newspaper and to ensure it is kept interesting to all readers, both old and young. 
 

 

Eleven Says also has a new email address elevensays22@gmail.com for all future correspondence and contributions. 
 
 

Because of a request from Roberts & Son Printers the deadline for copy has been moved forward and will now be as follows:  
 

5th January, 5th March, 5th May, 5th July, 5th September, 5th November.  

Angie Yeomans 

The Bramerton Group Council Committee would like to send a warm-hearted farewell 
message to two longstanding (over 20 years!!), dedicated and fully committed stalwarts – 
namely – Ruth and John Everett, who have decided to call it a day and resign from their 
roles as Editor and Treasurer respectively of Eleven Says. Their knowledge, expertise 
and dedication has been outstanding over the years and will be a hard act to follow but 
with Angie Yeomans continuing at the helm (phew! thank goodness) as Producer, Page 
layout and Designer, the transition should be smooth. Myself, Liz Bloomfield as Editor 
and Clive Evans as Treasurer are looking forward to working with Angie with effect from 
the April/May 2023 edition. 
 

Ruth will still continue as a Trustee of the Bramerton Group Council. 
 

Ruth and John, Thank You 
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Wednesday Fellowship 
 

A Meeting for all people in the Bramerton Group and 
beyond! A Meeting on the second Wednesday of the 
month 2-4pm at Alpington and Yelverton Village Hall with 
Christian and secular speakers followed by Tea cake and 
fellowship. All welcome. 
 

January 11th - Being An Author by Sheri Winn 
 

February 8th - What My Dad Did In The War by Bob Kerry 
 

March 8th - Harriet Martineau by Georgette Vale 
 

For more information please contact Rev. Cate Turner 
498494 or Pat Barter 493570  

Gentlemen, you are cordially invited to a 
 

Mid-Day Mardle 
 
 

An opportunity for men to quench their thirst for good 
company and conversation, share good 
food and, perhaps, to enjoy a glass of 

something.  
 

New members are always given a warm welcome. 
 

Ferry House, Surlingham 
 

Wednesdays February. 1st, March 1st, April 5th  
(every month, normally 1st Wednesday ) 

Any time between 12 noon and 2 pm 
 

Any questions, please contact David Fairbourn on  
01508 538437 or email surlingham.midday.mardle@gmail.com 

 
 

********* Café Church All Welcome ********* 
 

The PARISH ROOM, The Street, Rockland St Mary. 
 

With REFRESHMENTS, BIBLE STORIES, MAGAZINES, CRAFTS, 
PUZZLES and GOOD CONVERSATION 

 

FOR ALL AGES 
 

All with our compliments! 
 

SUNDAY 19th February 
 

Theme: “A Positive Lent” 
 

Drop in any time between 10.30am - 12.00 noon 
Future date – Sunday 16th April  

 

For details, or possible help with transport, please contact 
Nick Garrard 01508 538014 or Mandy Ansell 01508 538654 

 

********* Café Church All Welcome *********  

World Day of Prayer - 2023 
(Interdenominational and International)  
 

Friday 3rd March  
“I have heard about your faith”  
 

Prepared by the Christian women of Taiwan. 
 

Local services will be held at 
 

Bergh Apton Village Hall at 2pm.  
Children’s corner. Refreshments served.   
(Note change of venue from previous years)  
 

St John’s Church, Loddon at 7pm  
 

World Day of Prayer is a world-wide movement led by 
Christian women of many traditions who call the faithful 
together to observe a common day of prayer each year.  
 

More than 120 countries participate in the annual day of 
celebration which brings together people of various races, 
cultures and traditions sharing together in God’s word and 
worship. All are welcome 

DEAR LORD,  SO FAR TODAY,  I  AM DOING ALRIGHT.   

I  HAVE NOT GOSSIPED,  LOST MY TEMPER,   

BEEN GREEDY,  GRUMPY,  NASTY,  SELFISH OR 
SELF- INDULGENT.   

I  HAVE NOT WHINED,  CURSED OR EATEN ANY 
CHOCOLATE.  

HOWEVER,  I  AM GOING TO GET OUT OF BED  
IN  A  FEW MINUTES 

AND I  WILL  NEED A LOT MORE HELP AFTER THAT.  

ANON 

Blessing of the Waters 
 

The Feast of Christ’s Baptism on 8th January  
on Bramerton Common.  

 

“This day Jesus is revealed as the Christ  
in the waters of Baptism.” 

 

Prayer - the Broadland 
Prayer 

“O Lord, you moved on the 
waters of creation 

establishing calm over 
chaos.  

 

May these waters of 
Broadland refresh the sprits 
of those who sail on them.  

 

May this landscape call to 
mind your son’s ministry in 
Galilee. And may we show 
forth your love to those who 

seek your peace and 
presence here. Amen.” 

 

Roger Smith, Bramerton 

The Cross is placed in 
 the water. 

Messing about on the river . . .  

This photo, spotted in an Eleven Says dated 1986, was 
taken during a Raft Race at the Rockland St Mary Gala 
Day. Does anyone recognise these fun loving youngsters? 
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What’s on in Rockland Benefice in February and 
March 
 

Following the Warm Welcome at the Barn’s successful first 
season, we’ve re-opened every Monday between now and 
March 27th, from 11am to 4pm. There will be a warm 
welcome, good food, company and also space to sit quietly 
if you prefer. We hope that by the end of March we will 
have driven the cold winter away! May I thank our 
hardworking team of volunteers who make this possible, 
SNDC and local trusts for their invaluable support. 
 

Lent is a time of prayer, reflection and loving service to 
God and our neighbour, wherever they may be.  
 

On Ash Wednesday (February 22nd) we’re joining our 
friends in Thurton Benefice to begin Lent together with 
Holy Communion and Ashing at Thurton Church at 7pm.  
 

We’re also joining with our friends across the Group for this 
year’s Lent course, which will take place online and in the 
Barn on three Thursdays at 7.30pm (please see article 
below for more details). The course is entitled ‘How to eat 
Bread’.  
 

Looking ahead to Maundy Thursday (April 6th) we will 
come together for a special meal, the Passover Supper at 
6pm in the Barn.   
 

We’re supporting this years Diocesan Lent Appeal for 
Priscilla Bacon Hospice (please see article on page 5 for 
more details) through the Lent Course and donations at 
Warm Welcome during Lent. 
 
News from the Barn 
 

In addition to Monday’s Warm Welcome, Art Cafe in the 
Barn opens its doors on Wednesday February 8th and 
March 15th, 10.30am-12 Noon, with good company and  
opportunities to share and make some art!  
 

New to 2023 is Art Cafe on the Road. From time to time, 
we will visit local galleries and other places of interest 
together. Please contact Revd. Nick for information. 
 
Art Cafe Online continues to bring together people across 
the region and artworks from all over the world, and will 
meet on Zoom on February 8th, March 8th and 22nd. 
Details to follow. 
 
Group Lent Course: How to Eat Bread 
 

This year’s Lent Course is based on How to Eat Bread: 21 
Nourishing Ways to Read the Bible, written in 2021 by 
Miranda Threlfall-Holmes, a Liverpool Vicar and author.  
 

We will meet to talk about parts of the book on three 
evenings at 7.30pm in March; 9th (online), 16th (in the 
Barn and online), 30th (in the Barn and online).  
 

Copies of the book will be made available through the 
Group, and if you wish to purchase your copy, this will cost 
£12.99. Please contact Helen, Cate or Nick for more 
details. 
 

Revd Nick - 01508 538014 
 

Revd Helen - 01508 538014 
 

Revd Cate - 01508 498494 

Rockland St Mary Benefice Update Thurton Benefice Update 

Christmas Services: We held a range of services across 
the benefice to celebrate the joy of the Christmas Season, 
with Carol Services, school and parish Christingle 
services, the Crib service as well the various Communions 
on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. Sadly, like many 
across the parishes, I was not particularly well over the 
Christmas period and I am extremely grateful to Revd Cate 
for taking a great deal of the load during that time. We 
would both like to thank the churchwardens, Authorised 
Worship Assistants, organists, readers, flower arrangers, 
tree erectors and decorators and everyone who 
contributed in whatever way to the worship in our 
churches. 
 
Thank you: Melanie and I have once again received an 
overwhelming number of cards and gifts for Christmas 
from parishioners and we would like to say an enormous 
thank you. We are always deeply touched that people think 
of us at such a busy family time. 
 
Service Times: A reminder that the rota of services will be 
changing in the Thurton Benefice in the coming months. 
Please ensure that you check the rota on the back cover of 
each edition of Eleven Says to be certain where and when 
services will be taking place each week. 
 
Ash Wednesday: To mark the beginning of the Season of 
Lent, there will be a Group Service of Holy Communion 
with Ashing at St Ethelbert’s Thurton on the 22nd February 
at 7pm.  
 
Preparation for Confirmation: We have a candidate for 
Confirmation in the Benefice and we would be delighted to 
hear from anyone else who would be interested in knowing 
more about preparing for this special moment in the 
Christian journey for themselves or a child of suitable age 
(usually 10+ years). Please contact Revd Cate for more 
information. 
 
Sabbatical: As mentioned in the last edition, I will be taking 
a Sabbatical from Ash Wednesday (22nd February) until 
Ascension Day (18th May). During this period, Revd Cate 
will be responsible for all parish and clergy matters and 
she can be contacted on the number below or at the email 
address on the back cover of this magazine. 
 
Change of email address: In order to ensure that I can 
distinguish ‘parish’ emails from ‘personal/family’ emails 
during my sabbatical, I have created a new email for all 
church related matters: 
rector.thurtonbenefice@btinternet.com 
 
Please ensure that you update your contact list if you have 
my old email stored as this will soon cease to work.  
 
Home visits and Home Communions: The clergy are very 
keen to visit anyone who is unwell or feeling isolated or 
lonely, either simply for a conversation or to share Holy 
Communion in their homes. Please do contact us if you, or 
anyone you know, would like a visit. 
 
Revd Chris Ellis: 01508 484174 
 
Revd Cate Turner: 01508 498494 
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From the Registers 

BAPTISMS 
 
MARRIAGES 
17/09/22 Marcus EASTER and Poppy CLARKE  Framingham Pigot 
 
FUNERALS , BURIALS, CREMATIONS, INTERMENT OF ASHES 
11/11/22 Malcolm Roger Bowerman BROWN  (87)  Yelverton 
15/11/22 Rosemary DAVIS  (91)    Bergh Apton 
 (Interment of Ashes) 
23/11/22 Ruth Lilian COLLINS  (95)    Rockland St Mary 
10/12/22 Christopher David HAWES  (81)   Bramerton 
10/12/22 Brenda Anne HAWES  (74)    Bramerton 
 (Interment of Ashes) 
22/12/22 Michael Alan ROPER  (84)    Framingham Pigot 
04/01/23 Robert Albert APPLETON  (72)   Ashby St Mary 

Celtic Prayer at Surlingham Church 
 

We sit together to pray and meditate on a Bible reading 
and a reflection for the day. We meet at 10am for 
approximately half an hour on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
mornings of the month. 
 

Our Next Dates are: 14th and 28th February, and 14th and 
28th March. Everyone from the Group is very welcome to 
join us.  
 

If you are unable to come, but would like to receive the 
chosen material for the day, please email me and I will 
send you a copy for your own reflection time.   
 

Revd. Mandy Ansell, 01508 538654, 
mandy.ansell44@gmail.com 

Framingham Pigot Wedding 
 

Poppy Clarke previously from 
Yelverton married Marcus 
Easter on 17th September 
2022 at St. Andrew's Church, 
Framingham Pigot. 
 

Poppy chose to marry in the 
same church her parents 
married in 34 years ago. 
 

We would like to thank Revd 
Chris Ellis for a lovely service 
and also the church wardens 
who were so helpful.  
 

The wedding reception took 
place at The Norfolk Mead 
Hotel. The happy couple went  
to Scotland for their 
honeymoon. 
 

Nicola Clarke 

Thank you! 
 

It was wonderful to see so many people in church over the 
Christmas period and particularly as we were finally able 
to hold Crib and Christingle services for first time in a 
number of years and since I have been in the Benefice!  
 

Thank you to everyone for their kind wishes, cards and 
gifts. I hope everyone had a wonderful, peaceful 
Christmas and that 2023 is full of hope and promise. 
  

Revd. Cate 

The Bishop’s Lent Appeal for Priscilla Bacon 
Hospice 
 

The Bishop's Lent Appeal 2023 will help to raise money for 
the new Priscilla Bacon Lodge hospice building, which will 
increase capacity for end of life specialist care in Norfolk 
and Waveney. The funds received will be in memory of 
The Venerable Ian Bentley. 
 

The current lodge was built in 1979 and was donated to 
the NHS after the facility was built. Since then, several 
factors have led to a chronic lack of specialist palliative 
care beds within Norfolk and Waveney. 
 

The new Priscilla Bacon 
Lodge is being built on an 8-
acre site next to the Norfolk 
and Norwich hospital. It will 
have capacity for 24 beds, 
providing specialist end-of-
life care, supporting those 
with the greatest and most 
acute needs. The new 
facility will also have a wellbeing centre, office space, 
education rooms, a chapel, and secluded gardens. 
 

Ian Bentley, the former Archdeacon of Lynn, was 
diagnosed with cancer and died on 31 May 2022 having 
been cared for in his final days by staff at the current 
Priscilla Bacon Lodge in Norwich. 
 

You can watch this video, led by the Bishop of Norwich, 
the Rt Revd Graham Usher which also includes an 
interview with Helen, in her role as hospice chaplain at 
Priscilla Bacon Lodge: https://youtu.be/4atVQBGEROk 
entitled ‘Bishop’s Lent Appeal 2023’ 
 

You can make a donation at one of our Lent Lunches or 
through the church. Lent Appeal Gift Aid envelopes are 
available from Revd. Nick and Revd. Helen. Alternatively, 
you can give: 
 

Online – visit the Diocesan Donate Page
(dioceseofnorwich.org/donate) and select the Bishop’s 
Lent Appeal from the dropdown menu. 
 

By Cheque – Cheques should be made payable to NDBF 
Ltd, marked clearly on the back of the cheque ‘Lent Appeal 
2023. Please send the cheque together with a completed 
Gift Aid declaration (if applicable), to: Lent Appeal 2023, 
Diocesan House, 109 Dereham Road, Easton NR9 5ES 
 

Thank you! 

WARM WELCOME AT THE BARN 
Rectory Lane, Rockland St Mary, NR14 7EY 

 

EVERY MONDAY 
 

Jan 9th - Mar 27th 11am-4pm 
Free refreshments and lunches  

 

Good company Children’s 
corner Parking Free WiFi 

 

For more information  
please contact  

Revd. Nick and Revd. Helen 
01508 538014  
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Loddon Flower Club 
 

Tuesday 7th February - Illustrated talk by 
Simon White from Beales Roses -  
'Growing for Gold'. 
 

Tuesday 7th March - Christine Hewson - 
flower arranging demonstration entitled 
'Spring is Sprung'. 
 

Tuesday 4th April - Easter Workshop. 
 

Meetings are held at St John's Church, George Lane, 
Loddon, NR14 6NB. Doors open at 6-30pm for a 7pm 
start. Visitors £7-50. 
 

Contact Tricia Godfrey (Chairman) on 01508-480522,  
tricia646@aol.com or Alex Pinder (Secretary), 01508 
493869,  nnark@aol.com.  
 

We are available to arrange flowers for family occasions.  
 

Please visit our website  www.loddonflowerclub.co.uk.  

 

Poringland Community Cinema 
 

at Poringland Community Centre 
 

 

Tickets £5 on the door (includes tea or coffee).   
Doors open at 6.45pm, film starts at 7.30pm.  

 

Please wear a mask when moving around  the centre 
 

FRIDAY 10th FEBRUARY 
MRS HARRIS GOES TO PARIS (PG) 

Comedy/Drama 
Stars Lesley Manville and Isobele Huppert 

 

FRIDAY 10th MARCH 
SEE HOW THEY RUN (12A) 

Comedy/Mystery 
Stars Sam Rockwell and Saiorse Ronan 

 

FRIDAY 21st APRIL 
LIVING (12A) 

Drama 
Stars Bill Nighy and Aimee Lou Wood 

The Bergh Apton Festival celebrating Queen Elizabeth’s 2022 Platinum Jubilee was a marvellous and 
successful celebration with many a highlight and great variety. 
 

We entertained, to their great enthusiasm, over 500 guests in our Church and significant funds were raised not only for 
Bergh Apton Church but also The Matthew Project and the Foodbank, both in Norwich.  
 

So many worked wonders to ensure the Festival was enjoyed and enjoyable. Deserving special recognition are Evy 
Sayer and Hilary Ling, who cooked and so generously donated delicious refreshments for everyone. We are also grateful 
to the Kip & Alison Bertram Trust and BACAT for their generous support. 
 

Shirley Rimmer, Lorie Lain-Rogers, Sheridan Winn, Christopher Meynell 

The Revd Paul Hardingham considers love . . .  
 

How will you express love this Valentine's Day?  
 
Valentine’s Day reminds us of the importance of expressing our 
love to those close to us. But how can we go beyond simply 
flowers and a card? Jesus says: 'A new command I give you: 
Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one 
another' (John 13:34). How can we express love in our 
everyday relationships like Jesus i.e. spouse, children, 
neighbours or work colleagues? 
 
Listening - We need to listen to others, just as Jesus did. He 
asked questions of people and waited for them to process their 
answer. According to James, 'everyone should be quick to 
listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry' (James 1:19). 
How well do we listen to others? When with somebody, do we 
find ourselves already thinking of what we want to say before 
they've finished speaking? Listening takes time; you can't rush 
it! 
 
Touching - Jesus reached out to touch the untouchables in his 
world, including lepers, the sick and children. This was 
completely out of character for rabbis of his day. One survey 
has suggested that we all need at least 8-10 meaningful 
touches a day to maintain emotional health! A warm 
handshake, touch on the arm or hug can be of real value. Of 
course, it should be appropriate touch - helpful for the other 
person, not just for ourselves. 
 
Speaking - Jesus' conversation was always full of grace and 
truth (John 1:14). Do we speak words of grace, by offering 
comfort, giving encouragement or expressing care and 
concern? However, we should also be ready to speak words of 
truth, in asking for forgiveness, seeking reconciliation or 
addressing conflict. As Paul urges us, don't avoid: 'speaking the 
truth in love'. 
 
Where is the challenge for us in expressing love this 
Valentine's Day? 
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Alpington & Yelverton 

Village News 

Yelverton Church 

ALPINGTON & YELVERTON  
HISTORY SOCIETY 

alpingtonandyelvertonhistorysociety.wordpress.com 
 

Alpington & Yelverton Village Hall,  
Church Road, Alpington, NR14 7NU 

 

Fourth Tuesday of alternative months 
starting at 7.30pm. 
 

March 28th - Very short AGM followed by 
a talk by Dr M Fewster about Crime and 
Punishment,  
 

May 23rd - Excavating an Enigmatic 
Roman Structure at Caistor St Edmund  - 
Putting the record straight about Venta 
Icenorum (modern day Caistor St 
Edmund) and its many myths and 
stories. Although founded in AD60 or 61, 
after the Boudican insurrection, the 
town’s history is far more complicated 
than the popular narrative suggests. 
 

July 26th - Guided tour in Norwich of the 
Great Hospital 
 

September 26th – The Yellow Caravan – 
Camping round Norfolk in 1912 with 
Juliet Webster  
 

November 28th - Kevin Parfitt – My Farm 
 

Refreshments are available. Guests are 
welcome. 

 
Friends of St 

Mary’s Church 
 

Spring Quiz Night 
(re-arranged Christmas Quiz) 

 

Saturday 4th March  
 

at Alpington and Yelverton Village Hall 
 

Start time 7.30 p.m.  
(Doors open 7.00 p.m.) 

 

£6 per person.  Tables of up to 6 people 
(to book, contact Mary Fewster  

01508 492059) 

Alpington & Yelverton History Society 
 

The English Monarchy 
 

The long reign of Queen Elizabeth II came to its end this year and a smooth 
transition to the next in line has taken place. The second Elizabethan Era 
has gone but what will we call the reign of King Charles III? The reign of 
Charles I is generally referred to as the Caroline Era and that of Charles II as 
the Carolean Era. Both are derived from ‘Carolus’, the Latin name for 
Charles. King Charles III’s reign therefore will now be known as the second 
Carolean Era.  
 

Just as an added point of interest, a significant change was agreed by the 
UK Government together with the Commonwealth of Nations in 2012 that 
allowed a future female heir, born after 28 October 2011, to take the throne if 
she was senior by age. After a thousand years, male-preference 
primogeniture was finally abandoned. Why did it take so long? 
 

From the time of the Glorious Revolution of 1688-89, which dethroned 
James II and shifted power from an absolute monarchy to a constitutional 
monarchy under the joint reigns of William III and Mary II, there was stability. 
The greatest crisis was the abdication of Edward VIII in 1936, through which 
Princess Elizabeth would eventually become Queen in 1952. 
 

A thousand years ago things were very different. It was, after all, a dispute 
over royal succession that first brought Harald Hardrada and William of 
Normandy separately to our shores in 1066. Both Harald and William felt 
that they had legitimate claims to the English throne. Harald was defeated at 
the Battle of Stamford Bridge, near York, by King Harold of England, which 
effectively brought the Viking Age to an end. King Harold in turn was 
conquered by William on Senlac Hill near Hastings, thus ending the long line 
of Anglo-Saxon kings. 1066 was indeed a very busy year for royal 
successions and historic endings. 
 

A collection of battles, plots and murders over the next 500 years, 
predominately involving men, often threatened the monarch of the day. As 
such, it was an added difficulty in those times for a legitimate Queen to 
obtain and retain her crown. A clear example of this is the short reign of 
Queen Matilda, also known as Maude, the granddaughter of William the 
Conqueror, who reigned for 208 days in 1141. Following the death of her 
father, Henry I, who had formally given her his consent to succeed him, she 
became Queen in name only. Her claim to the throne was contested by her 
cousin Stephen who, with the help of a group of nobles, fought for and 
grasped the crown for himself. His disastrous reign was called ‘The 
Anarchy’. 
 

Lady Jane Grey, often referred to as the ‘Nine Days’ Queen’ and Mary 
Queen of Scots also fall into the category of female claimants. Their lives 
and sad endings have been well documented so I shall leave it with you to 
delve, should you wish. 
 

Brian Bugg, Secretary of the Alpington & Yelverton History Society  
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Village News 
Bergh Apton 

Carleton St Peter 

Bergh Apton & District Society Bergh Apton village hall, 
Cooke’s Road, Bergh Apton, Norwich, NR15 1AA 
 

February 8th - Royal Coronations and Celebrations in Norwich in 
the first half of the 20th Century. Speaker Phyllida Scrivens  
 

March 8th - Eyes Along the Beach. Speaker Peter Lawrence 
 
Meetings begin at 7.30 pm. Tea/coffee and biscuits are served. 
Raffle. Admission £4 pp 

Sylvia Allen 
Sylvia, a long time resident 
of Bramerton, passed away 
peacefully in October 2022. 
Some of you will no doubt 
have seen and talked with 
Sylvia at the Community 
Coffee Shop mornings held 
in the village hall, an event 
she regularly supported 
even when she no longer 
lived in the village. Sylvia so 
enjoyed catching up with her village friends, listening to 
their latest news while chatting over tea and cake. She was 
also an avid reader of Eleven Says. 
 

Sylvia and her husband Roy had lived in Bramerton for 
many years and had made lots of friends in the village. 
They were often seen out and about together walking their 
dogs and they regularly attended village meetings and 
events. They were always at the very popular Harvest 
Lunches and Roy, a butcher, carved joints of meats that he 
and Sylvia had cooked themselves to share with all those 
who attended.  
 

Reluctantly, following the death of Roy, Sylvia moved to 
Norwich to be closer to her family. 
 

Sylvia, with her lovely big smile, will be sadly missed. 
 

Angie Yeomans 

Bramerton 

Chris Hawes 
You may remember reading in the last issue that Chris, 
due to his failing health, had moved from the village to be 
closer to his family in Surrey. Sadly, he passed away 
peacefully on November 24th 2022. 
 
A private burial took place in December at St. Peter’s 
Church, where Chris was Church Warden for 30 years. A 
Memorial Service will be held in early Spring. A date is yet 
to be confirmed.  Aleksandra Zinovieva 

As many of you know Aleksandra, with several other 
Ukrainians, who have escaped from their war-torn country, 
are living in Bergh Apton and our eleven villages. All are 
doing their best to earn a living, achieve some 
independence and send money home to provide what 
support they can.  
 

Aleksandra for instance is providing wonderful ballet and 
dance lessons and regularly supporting the home team. 
Those who have attended are finding them fun, 
challenging and so good for their fitness and confidence, 
some are beginning to think to a longer-term future. They 
are really enjoying working with such a professional 
teacher. Classes for all ages at the time of writing are held 
in Bergh Apton Village Hall, Poringland Centre and 
Copperdotin Trowse. Another venue is also being planned. 
Classes are for groups and private. Do have a look at 
Aleksandra’s website  www.facebook.com/BallettoneUK 
 

Accommodation – I am looking for accommodation for a 
single man who is a financial advisor with an Economics 
degree from UEA, aged 27.  
 

If you have any stories of other Ukrainian visitors on our 
home patch, please get in touch.  
 

Christopher Meynell c.m.meynell@gmail.com 

Bergh Apton Church 

The Christmas carol service at Carleton St Peter Church 
was very well attended. Everyone enjoyed a small sherry 
and some homemade shortbread and mince pies 
afterwards. Thank you Maureen and Jane.  
 

The church looked so festive. Thank you to Linda who 
created this magical effect.  
 

As we approach spring we are now in the process of 
planning events, so watch this space!.  
 

Please note our March service is on the 12th March at 
11am and is Holy Communion. 
 

Finally thank you to all of those who support Carleton St 
Peter Church, it is very much appreciated. 
 

Annie Meo 
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Rockland St Mary with Hellington 

Village News 
Claxton 

St Andrew’s Church, Claxton 
Despite freezing temperatures our Christmas Wassail was well 
attended and there was a warm and relaxed atmosphere. It was 
lovely to have several children in church added to by families 
from ‘Little Fish’ who sang their own carol. We enjoyed a variety 
of Christmas readings and songs all accompanied by mulled 
wine and festive treats. 
 

Christmas Day also saw a good attendance from the village. 
 

Claxton Village Hall 
The hall was decorated inside and out for Christmas. Thank you 
to John Heathcote who provided trees both for outside the hall 
and the church. 
 

The village hall continues to be a popular venue for village 
events and family parties. We have two vacancies for trustees 
so if you would like to find out more about supporting this 
valuable community facility please contact Adrian Gidlow 01508 
480173. 
 

Claxton Community Café 
Our extended Christmas Community Café was very well 
attended. We sold out of bacon rolls and almost all of our baked 
goods. The craft stalls proved popular and a raffle made £90 for 
St. Andrew’s.  
 

After a lunch time café, in mid-January we will return to our 
usual first Wednesday of the month from 10 am. Please join us 
for fresh tea, coffee, bacon rolls and so much more. 

Robin Godber 1943 - 2022 
 

Robin and Genny moved to Norfolk in 1991 and 
immediately immersed themselves in village life. 
Robin’s love of Norfolk and The Broads began in 
childhood; at the age of nine he started the Norfolk 
Broads Club at Bedford School.  
 

His love of sailing led him into the boat building 
industry at Lochin Marine in Rye, East Sussex, where 
he built fast fishing boats, pilot boats and police craft, 
the pinnacle was building 11 Brede class lifeboats for 
the RNLI. It was while living in Peasmarsh that Robin 
first became a churchwarden. 
 

When he moved to Norfolk, he worked for “Seaglaze”, 
selling marine windows all over the country. Living in 
Claxton Robin was delighted to be able to sail each 
week at nearby Buckenham Sailing Club, and 
particularly enjoyed sailing Coralie, his ancient 
wooden boat. He liked to entertain with his ‘Bernard 
Miles’ monologues at Claxton Opera and other village 
functions. 
 

Robin soon became involved with the Broads Society, 
first as chairman and finally as its President. He 
belonged to the Arthur Ransome Society thoroughly 
enjoying an annual sailing get together on Oulton 
Broad, which was where he had originally learnt to 
sail with his uncle. 
 

When a small boatyard, Alexander Cruisers, came up 
for sale Robin and Genny were able to buy it. 
Combining work and pleasure meant Robin was in his 
element. It even meant he could use one of his boats 
to provide refreshments at the outdoor church 
services held on Bramerton Common. 
 

Robin was actively involved in village life, both as a 
parish councillor and as Church Warden. As 
Chairman of the Parish Council he was responsible 
for the Village Plan. During his time as Church 
Warden he actively promoted and supported new 
ventures such as the Flying Festival and The Fayre 
on the Yare in Claxton and was a keen supporter of 
the Men’s Breakfast. In every venture he was a team 
player taking an active role at all times. Although he 
and Genny moved to Loddon 11 years ago they 
maintained their links with St. Andrew’s Church. 
 

Robin made no fuss about his liver cancer even 
though his health issues limited his life over the last 
couple of years. Throughout he kept his good humour 
and positive approach to life. He will be sadly missed. 

Robin 
 

Robin and Gene were stalwarts of Claxton Church 
whilst they lived in Claxton. 
 

Robin (and his van) played a big part in helping with 
Men’s Breakfasts and Eleven Says Assemblies.  
 

John Everett 

Christmas Tree 
Festival at St Mary’s 
Church  
 

The Rockland Church 
Christmas Tree Festival  
proved to be very popular 
again this year. 
 

Villagers had really 
worked hard decorating 
trees of all sizes in their 
own favourite themes. It 
certainly helped to raise 
the Christmas spirit.  
 

Refreshments were 
served in The Barn during 
the first weekend where 
there were various stalls, 
craft items for sale, a 
tombola and a raffle.  
 

The Festival was very 
well supported and helped raise £579 towards church funds 
and £154 for The Priscilla Bacon Hospice. Many thanks to 
those who decorated a tree, and to those who made donations. 
Thanks also to all visitors for your support. 
 

Photo courtesy of Michael Hayward. 
 

Angie Yeomans 
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Surlingham 
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Advent, a time of waiting, but also a 
very busy time of preparing for, then 
celebrating Christmas. There was the 
Carol Service with candles, readings, 
carols sung with Martin playing the 
organ and lastly there were mince pies.  
 

The School’s celebration 
included the holding and 
lighting of Christingles 
with understanding of 
their meaning. There was 
cake too!  
 

The Christmas 
Day Service, led 
by Clive and 
Alex, is always a 
very special 
time.  
 

Hannah placed 
baby Jesus in 
the Nativity 
scene and Elsie 
and Josie 
helped to 
light the 
Advent 
candles. 
 

Thank you 
to all who 
came and 
supported 
this lovely service. 
 

In the village, festivities were held at the 
Ferry, Coldham Hall and Teles 
Patisserie; a very festive time to end 
the year, including the World Cup 
football matches and the New Year 
celebrations. 
 

We now look forward to future events to 
raise funds for the Church Tower 
restoration work. We have professional 
help to consult within our community 
and, with likely interested parties, to 
estimate interest and to formulate 
educational and community activities to 
help secure the Church’s future in 
Surlingham, respecting its heritage and 
enabling the procurement of grants 
needed for the building. 
 

2022 saw great community events with 
the Jubilee, and we now look forward to 
the new page of 2023 with hope and 
expectation of more joyful community 
gatherings.  
 

We welcome too the arrival of the latest 
community member, Matilda Mack. 

RSM Christmas Mystery . . .  
 

Rockland St Mary post box was 
gifted a lovely festive hat!   
It was certainly made by a  

very talented person.   
 

Who is the mystery knitter?  

Angie Yeomans 

Rockland St Mary with Hellington 

We were so pleased to have our annual 
Christmas Carols at St John’s Church, 
Hellington. With the kind permission of 
the Churches Conservation Trust and the 
generous sponsorship of the PCC, 
without whom it would not have been 
possible to have hot mulled wine (which 
did contain alcohol) and the donations 
from our volunteers for warm sausage 
rolls (which did contain meat), mince pies 
and a box of chocolates to share with the 
children and adults.  
 

We dedicated the celebration to Ailsa 
Nicholson, who was the church volunteer 
who organised the event for many years. 
Her life is remembered with the new 
bench in the churchyard.  
 

Our carols were organised by Niamh 
Cavlan with a mix of traditional and 
modern carols which were sung with 
gusto by our 50 or so strong villagers, 
friends and family. Niamh also sang a 
moving rendition of Have Yourself a 
Merry Little Christmas with Adam on the 
acoustic guitar. 
 

Louise made us all laugh with her 
reading from The Grinch that Stole 
Christmas. Her 8 year old son, Josh, 
pictured on the right, read the poem 
Christmas From Long Ago. 
 

We decorated the church with Holly, Ivy, 
Yew, Rosemary, Myrtle and tiny crab 
apples from the churchyard, which 
looked beautiful. Our neighbours, 
Magnus and Brian, supplied electricity 
and lit the church to create a magical 
atmosphere for the carols. The church 
was lit by candle-light which added to the 
special evening.   
 

Tamlyn Francis 

Shrove Tuesday, February 21st 
 
 

Pancakes will be cooking in  
The Parish Room, Rockland St Mary 

from 12.30 pm - 2.30 pm. 

All welcome. 
Donations 50:50 to  

Priscilla Bacon Hospice and Rockland 
St Mary and Hellington Churches  



Thurton 
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Professional hairdresser with over 20 
years experience. Detached modern 
home studio based in Surlingham. 
Offering stylish haircuts and hair 

colouring techniques. 
Call for a free consultation on  

07957 619225 

 Foulger Footcare Ltd 
 

Mobile Foot Health Practitioner  
Dip FH MAFHP MCFHP 

 
Registered member The SAME Inst.

(1919) Ltd. 
 

For an immediate appointment, 
Ring Jane 07745 715570  

Village News 

Thurton “Songs of Praise!” 
 

The next service is at 4pm on Sunday 19th February 2023 
and will be followed by refreshments. It will be an informal 
occasion and we welcome anyone from across the Eleven 
Says area. We shall be using the Bluetooth speaker to give 
us some nice music and vocal leadership. If you have a 
favourite hymn please let Revd Cate or us know by 
Monday 6th February. 
 

If you cannot come on this date we hope to have another 
afternoon service in April. 
 

Chris and Rosalind Limbach 
01508 480440  email: candrlimbach@gmail.com 

Thurton Church news 
 

Over the Christmas period we celebrated several events. 
Firstly Charlotte Cork and friends put on a fabulous concert 
of seasonal music along with an orchestra of 35 young 
people. The church was full and we are grateful to all those 
who supported both the musicians and raised funds for the 
church. 
 

We had a lovely carol service which was retimed to avoid 
clashing with the World Cup Final - my, doesn’t that seem 
like a long time ago. We sung a number of 
carols and listened to various readings 
and poems. 
 

Finally we were joined by nearly 50 
people for the first Christingle service 
since 2019. The new Christmas lights 
along the path outside and a myriad of 
candles made it an occasion to remember. 
 

Looking forward we shall host Songs of Praise again on 
19th February at 4pm and a special Mothering Sunday 
Family service on 19th March at 11am. There will be 
refreshments after these services so please come and join 
us. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thurton 
Church 
pictured on 
a sunny 
winter day 
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If you would like to 
advertise your business in 

Eleven Says, of which 
approximately 2,300 copies 

are delivered in the 
Bramerton Group of 

villages, please contact  
Clive Evans  

on  
01508 538234 
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HOLIDAY LET.   
The Barn at the Well House, Rockland St Mary. 1 bedroom barn available 
for holiday lets, weekend stays, etc.  All amenities. Call Lisa Reynolds, 
07939 037743 or 01508 538551 or email: lchreynolds@gmail.com. 
  
VILLAGE HALLS 
Alpington and Yelverton – Main hall, large committee / club room, kitchen 
and dining area. Excellent heating. Car park. Children’s play area. £10.50 
an hour for regular user groups and private functions. Business and trade 
£21 an hour. Website address www.alpingtonvillagehall.com 
For bookings, email alpingtonvillagehall@gmail.com or call mobile 07747 
443567. 
 
Ashby and Thurton - Main hall with kitchen facilities and/or committee room 
available for private hire per hour, day or half day. Discounted rates for 
regular contract bookings. Ideal for meeting groups and social activities. 
Please contact Laura Vaissiere, telephone: 01508 480773 or email: 
ashbythurtonvillagehall@gmail.com.. 
  
Bergh Apton –  Large main hall with stage plus smaller room, fully-fitted 
kitchen, heating throughout.  Disabled toilet with baby-changing area.  
Large car park, gardens and play park.  Contact Hilary Ling on 01508 
480439 or email hilary.ling@btinternet.com. 
  
Bramerton - Spacious hall with fully equipped kitchen and large car park.  
£8 per hour, minimum hire 2 hours. Daily rate available. Discounted rates 
for regular bookings. Contact Alison on 01508 537041 or Jane on 01508 
538279. 
  
Claxton & Carleton St Peter - Spacious refurbished well-equipped hall. 
fitted kitchen. Ideal for one-off functions and regular users. Disabled 
facilities. Large car park. Free high speed broadband. £8 per hour or by 
session. Bar available. Contact Judy Jackson, 01508 480128 or Sarah 
Carter, 01508 480555, or email: contact@claxtonvillagehall.co.uk. Website: 
www.claxtonvillagehall.co.uk 
  
Rockland St Mary - Margaret Mack Hall available evenings and weekends 
for private parties, meetings and social activities. Rates per hour or per day. 
Contact after 4pm please, Debs Sayles, 01508 537077, or email: 
deborah.sayles8@gmail.com . 
  
Rockland St Mary - The Parish Room is available for hire. With kitchen 
facilities it is ideal for social functions, parties, clubs and meetings. Hire 
rates are extremely reasonable. Please contact Jayne Regan, 01508 
538087. 
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Honey Extraction 
Services 

 

FREE Swarm 
Collection 

 
For more details please 

contact ALEX 
 

07711 517896 
 

or 
 

www.anglianhoneyservices.co.uk 

‘Applebee’ 
Rockland St Mary 
01508 538231 

 

Beekeeping equipment, courses 
and advice 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Honey for sale 
 

Selection of local grown fruit 
and vegetables available 

 

Contact: 
Ruth and John Everett 

Products and services 
advertised in this publication are 
not necessarily endorsed by the 
Eleven Says editorial board.   

Articles in this publication do 
not necessarily express the 
view of the Church or the 
Eleven Says editorial board.  



Thurton Benefice 
 
Revd Chris Ellis 
The Rectory  
29 Ashby Road 
THURTON 
NR14 6AX 
Tel: 01508 484174 
Email: 
rector.thurtonbenefice@btinternet.com 
 
Revd Cate Turner 
The Rectory 
The Street 
HEMPNALL 
NR15 2AD 
Tel: 01508 498494 
Email: cate.a.turner@btinternet.com 
 
BYRUS Youth Worker 
Norwich Youth for Christ 
Mousehold Hub, 22 Mousehold Avenue, 
NORWICH. NR3 4RS   
Tel: 01603 620678 

CLERGY OF THE BRAMERTON GROUP 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF 
PORINGLAND AND LODDON 
 
Parish Priest  
Fr Andrew Eburne, The Presbytery,  
17 Upgate, Poringland. NR14 7SH.  
Tel: 01508 494770.  
Email: Andrew.Eburne@rcdea.org.uk 
 
Times of Masses 

Saturday     6 pm Loddon 

Sunday     9 am Poringland 

Tues - Saturday  10 am Poringland 

 
 
Staff days off: 
 

Monday      Chris Ellis 
    Cate Turner 

Thursday      Mandy Ansell  

Friday    Nick and Helen 
    Garrard 

 

ELEVEN SAYS EDITORIAL BOARD 
 
Editor: Liz Bloomfield 
Tel: 01508 493958 
 
Treasurer, Donations, Advertising:   
Clive Evans . Tel: 01508 538234 
 
Contributions, Page Layout and Design: 
Angie Yeomans 
15 Bramerton Lodge, Bramerton, Norwich. 
NR14 7EQ. Tel: 01508 538131 
(Answerphone) 
 
Contributions are very welcome subject to 
the Board’s discretion and available space. 
Deadline for all material (“copy”) for the 
next issue is 5th MAY 2023. 
 
Email:  elevensays22@gmail.com 
 
Produced by:  Angie Yeomans 
 
Printed by:  Roberts & Son Printers,  
2-6 Bridge Street, Loddon, NORWICH. 
NR14 6EZ  Tel: 01508 520221 

Rockland Benefice 
 
Revd Canon Nick Garrard  
The Rectory 
Rockland St Mary 
NORWICH 
NR14 7EY 
Tel: 01508 538014 
Email: nickgarr39@aol.com 
 
Revd. Helen Garrard 
The Rectory 
Rockland St Mary 
NORWICH 
NR14 7EY 
Tel: 01508 538014 
Email: broadsidecurate@aol.com 
 
Revd Mandy Ansell 
44 The Street,,  
Rockland St Mary 
NR14 7AH.   
Tel: 01508 538654 
Email: mandy.ansell44@gmail.com 

 

5th Feb 
3rd before Lent 

Green 

12th Feb 
2nd before Lent 

Green 

19th Feb 
Sunday before 

Lent 
Green 

22nd Feb 
Ash Wednesday 

Purple 

26th Feb 
Lent 1 
Purple 

5th Mar 
Lent 2 
Purple 

12th Mar 
Lent 3 
Purple 

19th Mar 
Mothering 

Sunday 
Rose 

26th Mar 
Lent 5 
Purple 

2nd April 
Palm Sunday 

Red 

Ashby St Mary 11.00 
MP 

10.00 
Benefice HC 

  
  

    11.00 
PT 

  
11.00 

Mass with 
Incense 

    

Bergh Apton 
09.30 
HC   

09.30 
PT   

09.30 
HC(BCP) 

09.30 
HC   

09.30 
PT 

09.30 
HC (BCP)   

Bramerton   9.30am HC          9.30am FW    

Carleton St 
Peter 11am MP          11am HC      

Claxton 9.30am 
HC 

  9.30am FW     9.30am FW    9.30am HC  

Framingham 
Pigot 

09.30 
HC   

11.00 
HC     

11.00 
HC     

11.00 
HC   

Kirby Bedon     11am HC         11am MP    

Rockland St 
Mary   11am HC 

10.30am-12 
Café Chch in 
Parish Room 

       11am FW 11am HC  

Surlingham        11am HC   9.30am HC 11am FW   09.30 
HC 

Thurton 
11.00 
HC   

16.00 
Songs of Praise 

19.00 
HC with Ashing     

10.00 
Benefice HC 

11.00 
Family  
Service 

PT 

    

Yelverton 09.30 
PT 

  09.30 
HC 

  16.00 
All 4 

09.30 
PT 

  09.30 
HC 

16.00 
All 4 

  

10.00 
Benefice HC 

NEXT ASSEMBLY: SATURDAY MAY 27th, BERGH APTON VILLAGE HALL, COOKE’S ROAD, NR15 1AA, 9am - 11am (approx) 

 

CODE:  HC = Holy Communion;  E. Praise = Evening Praise; FC = Family Communion; FW = Family Worship;   
MP = Morning Prayer; EP = Evening Prayer; .PT = Parish Team;  VM = Vestry Meeting.   
 

A Short service of Holy Communion at St Mary’s Church, Yelverton on Thursday 2nd February 2023 at 10.30 am .   

 

Bible Readings Sunday by Sunday: February and March 2023 
 
Date   Old Testament   Epistle     Gospel  
05/02/23 Isaiah 58.1-9[10-12] 1 Corinthians 2.1-12[13-16] Matthew 5.13-20  3rd Sunday before Lent  
12/02/23 Genesis 1.1 - 2.3  Romans 8.18-25   Matthew 6.25-34  2nd Sunday before Lent 
19/02/23 Exodus 24.12-18  2 Peter 1.16-21   Matthew 17.1-9  Sunday next before Lent 
22/02/23 Joel 2.1-2,12-17  2 Corinthians 5.20b - 6.10 Matthew 6.1-6,16-21 Ash Wednesday 
26/02/23 Genesis 2.15-17, 3.1-7  Romans 5.12-19   Matthew 4.1-11  1st Sunday of Lent 
05/03/23 Genesis 12.1-4a  Romans 4.1-5,13-17  John 3.1-17   2nd Sunday of Lent 
12/03/23 Exodus 17.1-7  Romans 5.1-11    John 4.5-42   3rd Sunday of Lent 
19/03/23 Exodus 2.1-10  2 Corinthians 1.3-7  Luke 2.33-35  Mothering Sunday 
26/03/23 Ezekiel 37.1-14  Romans 8.6-11   John 11.1-45   Passiontide begins 
02/04/23 Psalm 118.1-2,19-24      Matthew 21.1-11  Palm Sunday 
    (25-29) 

Please note:  At Holy Communion, where only two readings are used, the first reading will usually be the Epistle, and 
the second will always be the Gospel reading. At other services where two readings are used, the first will usually be the 
Old Testament reading, and the second can be either the Epistle or the Gospel readings. 
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